HOW TOWRITEALETTER TO YOUR LEGISLATORS

Thetimefor membersof the United Methodist Church to shareviews
with legislators has never been morecritical. But there are good ways
and bad ways to go about approaching legisators. Some hintsfor
effective letter-writing include:

|. Make your approach personal by using your own stationery or
letterhead.

2. Alwaysidentify your self and state your reason for writing.

3. Be specific about your requestsfor action, using exact bill numbers,
aswell astitles of bills or amendments.

4. Apply general rules of common courtesy, rather than being
combative, or wor se --- threatening.

Overall, you’ll have the strongest impact by being reasonable in your
requests, aswell as constructive. |f certain parts of legisation will have
a negative impact, offer solutions by proposing alternatives. In
addition, two-way and ongoing communication will strengthen your
point of view. 1t’sOK to ask legislatorsto get back to you with their
positions on certain issues, and it’s also a good idea to offer thankswhen
something goes your way!



